PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



see form PGT/SSAS2G 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPiNION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTJ SORI1 

(PCT Rule 43bis. 1) 



Applicant's or agent* ftte i#fe»ence 

see form PCT.4SA.220 
PCTA3B200&00070t 



Ga»» of mailing 

faby*rwo(hy«r; see form PCTsSASl G (second Sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 befcw 



i Priority date (dspmanthyesr) 
\ 2802.2004 



internsiionai Patent Ciasaincafton <|PC, or boih national classifies*™ smi IPC 

860K17S46, B60K23458 



Applicant 

KAM Dit-f-fcHENTIALS LiMITfcD 



1 . I his opinion contains indications relating to the following items. 

EJ Box Mo. ! fUsis of th* opinion 
O Box No. It Priority 

O Bex bio. Hi Non establishment of opinion with ragaro" to novelty, inventive stop and industrial applicability 
D Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

0 Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436&.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 

app«cab«y; citrons and explanations supporting such statement 
□ Box m c . V! Certa;- decumsrts cted 
D BcxNp.Vt) Certain defects in the international application 

the international application 



□ Box No. Vttf Certain observations 
FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand it natfc ,J p« ii . arye amteafion Is made, this opinion wijj usuaJfv be considered to be a 
written opinion of the internattcnai Preliminary Examining Authority HPfcAT However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
international Bureau under Rule 66,1 «s(b} that written opinions of this International Ssarchina Authority 
wfi! riot ae so considered. 

If this opinion Ss, as provided above, considered to be a written oomion ot the IPEA. the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, berate the expiration e* thrw 
m „ rt ^, ^ the date of malRng of ? re PCT,*.SA22C or before ths expiratiOi Z2 »,^,n^ ii«e» f daif 
whichever expires later 

ror further options, see Farm PCT,*$Ai>zn 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT.1SA4?20. 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Independent claim 1 

1 . The subject matter of independent claim 1 of the present application cannot be 
considered as novel (Article 33(2) PCT) for the following reasons : 

1.1. The prior art document D1 : US 5924952 contains all of the features of current claim 
1 : 

A differential pan removably attachable to a vehicle to cover the differential unit 22 
of the vehicle and a locking device 50 able to be fitted to the differential unit 22 of 
the vehicle in which, when the differential pan is attached to the vehicle, the locking 
device 50 is able to be attached to the vehicle differential unit 22 inside the 
differential pan. (D1 , Col.4 11 3 - Col.1 7 11 6 & Fig.1 -9). 
The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

1 .2. Furthermore, ail of the features of current claim 1 are also known from the document D2 
: JP 601 31 324 (Abstract & Rg.1 & 2). 



Dependent claims 2 to 31 

2. Dependent claims 2 to 31 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step because these claims relate merely 
to well-known options and do not appear to contain matter, which goes beyond the 
technical knowledge of the person skilled in the art or which would indicate the use of 
inventive ability. Furthermore, the additional features of some of these claims are already 
known from some of the cited documents, as outlined below : 
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2.1 . The additional features of claims 2, 7, 8, 10 to 14 and 1 9 are already known from the 
documents D1 (Rg.1-9) and D2 (Fig.1 & 2). 

2.2. The additional features of claims 3 and 22 are already known from the document D1 
(Rg.1-9). 

2.3. The additional features of claim 27 are already known from the document D2 (Rg.1 & 
2). 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43W*.1 (a)(1) wtth regardto novelty, Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novefty(N) Yes. Claims 4-6,9,15-18,20,21,23-26,28-31 

No: Claims 1-3,7,8,10-14,19.22.27 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-27 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-27 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



internatTonal SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Interna;;:-"..;' ™.;<;<- . : .t-:'i< ■«•"> 
PCT^R2QO&D0070i 



Box No. « sasis ot the opinion . , - — _ — 

4 w «tH regard to the language, Shis opinion has been established on Hie bas* of the international application in 
the language in which a was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Stem. 

ianouaae . which is the languaoe ot a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). ~ 

2. With i-eaard io any nueteoude and»r amino acia sequence aiscioseu so the international application and 
necessary to bib vkmmi invention, this opinion iias been established on the basis of: 

a tvp: or inatenar 

O a sequence listing 

n ijjbk^s) related to the sequence Hstirsg, 
b. format of material; 

; J iii wnten formal 

□ in computer feadabie form 
c time of 5hn£fum&hing: 

contained p ? iotetnation?*! w «: s^-aoon e<? f*"?f- 

□ filed together wait me international application in computer readable form. 
Li ••"•««-"«t» v * «f> «• i»-»«.iy to? t?x- purposes of search. 

.a , . ... > . *> - ,»<•' - • <> * <■ :—j ■• - 1 y tneretr 

■ . < v . ;dof^rK)tgoi)eyofidS)f»appficayonasffled.as 

' ■-■ 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/K5 A/220 (continued) 



1 bw»a understood 



■CMra t to 15 npMMWd by amntod t 
a. tWh« orttfnrify ttwr* w»r- * * - ~ - 



Sans 




2M: 



*, at of ! 

International Bu 
Authority (mm Rut* 



These Note* *ra intended t09iv.lh.bw> intrucW conoemtog the Ming ofamwtfrravrts under erttote 1 9.Tha 
MoW. are based on the reqisrements o» the P*9rt Cocperai»n Treaty, «he Ftegutotione and the Adrrorwrtrabve Instructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy brfweor, ih^KatM ^thew re^Mnb.itwWter am applicable. For more 
detailed totormeBon, see stecthe PCT AppkOsrta Gukte. • p«*fcation of WtPO. 

in these Notes, -Arttcle", -Rule', and "Seobon" refer to ttoprowawna ofehe PCT, the PCT Begulstwr* and the PCT 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The applicant has, after having received the irtamabonrf march report, one opportunity to amend me claims of the 
international apptteatton. It should however b» emphasized thai, tree efj parti of tha tntematemal application (claim*, 
dsacription and drawtoge) may be amended during tha international pnrtminary examrutkm proca<k*i»,tbaf» w usually 
no nted to Sto wr>ertdmento of tha ctetms under Article 1 9 e»eepi where, eg toe apprkant want* the toller to ba pobfishad 
tor the e**3>ca^ of proviaiwwtf protect 

re, it should ba emphasized thai proweionaf prateotkm » eVainMe m aoma States only. 



Undar Arte** 19, only tha claims may ba amandad 

Ounng tha mternationaf phaaa, fha oteima may also be amandad {or further amended) under Artktfa 34 before 
tha International Pmtminary Exammmg Authority Tha daaoription and drawings may only ba amandad undar 
Article 34 before ttw International Examining Authonty . 

Upon entry irtofhenalwrwrfphaM.att 



Wfthm 2 morrtha from tha nets ot transmits! of tha international search report or 1 6 months from tha prionty 
date, whichever lima fctwt expires later. II should ba noted, however, that the amandmanla wH ba oonaidered 
aa having been rscrvwd on tm« it they am received by the International Bureau after toe expiration of the 

applicable tin**' v '* " *' '" " : " '* " * - 

(Rule 46.1). 




Esther by can rafting one or mom entire claims, by adding ona or mora new 
one or mora of tha drama aa fted. 

A replacement aheat must ba submitted tor each sheet of the claims which, on » 
amandmania, differs from the sheet originally Nad. 

All the dawns appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other cleans is required to a* casea where C 
be renumbered consecutively (Ariminietr ati va Instructions, Secbon 205(b)). 



claims or by amending tha text of 




Tha letter will no* be pubfeshed w*h the totomatiooal application and the ummdtd da>m» ft should not be 
contused with tha -Statement under Article 1 9(f)* (aae below, under "Statement under Article 19(f)*). 



ia French, the letter matt bo In French. 



Note* to Form PCT/1SA/220 (first sheet) (January 1994) 



